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GuelphIErarnosa considering solar park 
i 3 y  Rehecca ~ i n g  

G u e l p h / E r . a m o s a  m a y  
bccomc home to Canada's 
largest so la r  park.  Mayor  
Chris White and Councillor 
John Scott met rcccntly with 
Richard M a s h  and  Brucc 
Fraser o f  Sunparlc Encrgy to 
discuss building a solar park 
in the township. 

The solar park would con- 
sist of  solar panels mounted 
w p o l y s  called solar trackcrs. 
I'hey tollow the path of  the 
sun-during tlic day and har- 
ncss its encrgy, which would 
be fed into thc power grid. 
The first phasc would provide 
l I0  kilowatts of  clcctricity- 
cnough could power about 
50 homes and rcducc carbon 
dioxide emiss ions  by 120 
tonnes per ycar, according 
to Fraser. 

"This isjust the first phase," 
he said. "We can replicate the 
model again and again." 

Ideal sites include business 
parks, subdivisions, brown 
fields and agritultural land 
not being farmed. 

White and Scott s ~ ~ g g c s t -  
ed two possiblc  locations 
for a solar  park - the mu- 
nicipal o f f icc  propcrty in 
pr!~cedale and the industrial 
park on Hwy. 24 in the cast- 
crn part o f  the  township .  

. . .  
ing for <;uclph/Erarnosa. Thc! pr-ovitle electricity while emitting no grecnllousc ga\sc\, no 
odours, no noise and have no negative impact on their surroundings. Suht~~itrerlpltoto. 

"It's an across the board win- 
ner," White said. "We could. 
use thc powcr in the munici- 
pal buildings and feed the rcst 
back to the grid." 

" T h e  t o w n s h i p  n e e d s  
branding and can sho\v other 
communities how seriously 
committed wc are to the en- 
vironment," Scott added. 

Proponcnts  say that  so-  
lar traclcers make n o  more 
i m p r e s s i o n  o n  t h e  e a r t h  
than a fcncepost, lcaving no 
footprint if removed.  And 
because they move, thc track- 
crs allo\v rainwater, sun and 
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air to rcach the soil and have 
no impact on flora and fauna, 
they say. 

T h e  t rackers  can be s e t  
LIP on contaminated sites in 
such a way that soil is not 
disturbed and rainwater is 
captured to reduce Icaching. 
The clcan water could then be 
used locally. Proponcnts say 
the panels and trackers pro- 
duce no noise, no emissions, 
no odours. have no long-term 
impact and provide shade for 
grazing livestock. 

Solar parks produce the 
~ i o s t  encrgy in summer when 
demand is highest. Currently, 
Onta r io  uses  nuclear  and 
hydro as its main sources of 
energy. with coal-fired plants 

providing back up. 
Burning fossil fuels such 

a s  coal is believed to con- 
t r ibu te  t o  c l imate  c h a n g e  
and the melting of polar ice 
caps. Nuclear energy burns 
clean, but produces radioac- 
tive waste - and waste storage 
s i tes  have been filling up, 
although the federal govern- 
ment announced last week it 
will allow spent fuel bundles 
to be buried underground. 

Mash and Fraser maintain 
that solar energy is an impor- 
tant piece ofthe energy puzzle. 
Conibined with conservation 
efforts and other safe, rencw- 
able energy sources such as 
wind pou,er, geo-thermal, and 
hydro already in place. they 

say Ontario could theoreti- 
cally replace nuclear and coal. 
"At the very least, we could 
prevent new fossil fuel burn- 
ing plants," Mash says. - 

He says that after coming 
to Canada from Britain six 
years ago, he was surprised to 
discover he had an inaccurate 
ilnpression of  Canadians as  
leaders in environmental con- 
servation. Instead. Mash sajCs 
he saw a lot of  waste. 

He joined an energy c ~ m -  
pany in Guelph, AgEnergy 
as  an IT professional and 
learned morc about available 
alternative energies. 

Fraser has worked in the 

- - 

industry lor 25 years. 
Sunpark Energy challenges 

businesses to  sponsor solar 
parks at a dost of less than five 
dollars per day. In return for 
taking part in the "Sunpark 
Challenge," a company gets 
advertising and promotional 
links on the Sunpark w e b  
page. 

White offcred to help ad- 
minister a solar park project 
for Rockwood and provide 
land. Thc next step is to meet 
with the County and Town- 
ship planncrs regarding land 
use and zonlng. An applica- 
tion w o ~ ~ l d  later have to come 
before council. 

Memorial service 
back in Rockwood 

The Rockwood Ccrnetery will hold its annual metnorial 
service tonight, Thursday, June 14, at 7 p.m. at the Gladys 
Hannah Chapel. The service was cancelled last year, which 
upsct some residents. One o f  the requests from the unofficial 
Rockwood cemetery committee was  to  reinstate the service. 

Rev. Linda Paquette will conduct the service. It will es- 
pecially honour those who have passed away in the last two 
years. Their families are invitcd but all are welconic to  pay 
iheir respccts. 


